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and he exercised a careful censorship on all that
was issued from them. Knox, moreover, must
have acted differently from his ordinary practice
if he did not consult Calvin on the book. He
valued Calvin's opinion, though he did not
slavishly follow it, and usually submitted his
works for comment.
There was to be a Second Blast, but the First
Blast had created so great an uproar that Knox
contented himself with one outburst on the
subject. The book was issued at the beginning of
1558, and in March of that year he was back in
Geneva, busily engaged in superintending his
congregation, and with less time to spare for
literary labours. In December 1557 the English
community had again elected him to be a
preacher, and he had been glad to return from
Dieppe to the one city where in his opinion God's
laws were honoured and God's ministers were
armed with adequate powers. Mrs. Locke, the
wife of the London merchant with whom he had
maintained correspondence, had come to Geneva,
and Knox had now two women, apart from his
wife, for confidantes.
Knox was happy in his domestic circle and in
his work - although at times he wondered whether
he ought not to have stayed in Dieppe for a
summons from Scotland - but on the 17th Novem-
ber, 1558, occurred an event which destroyed his
happy circumstances. Mary Tudor had died, and